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Bear TAG Program Leaders ”BEAR

Bear Andean Bear SSP Smithsonian's NationalZoo and

and Studbook Regional Species SurvivalPlan Sara Colandrea Conservation Biology Institute

Bear Black Studbook Regional Studbook Rachel Sides Oklahoma City Zoo and Botanical Garden

Bear Polar Studbook Regional Studbook Allison Jungheim Como ParkZoo and Conservatory

Bear Sloth SSP Regional Species SurvivalPlan Debbie Thompson Little Rock Zoo

Bear Sloth Studbook Regional Studbook TravisVineyard Cleveland Metroparks Zoo
Smithsonian's NationalZoo and

Bear Sun Studbook International Studbook Mindy Babitz Conservation Biology Institute

SAFE Sloth Bear SAFE program Jared Bixby Laura Bernstein-Kurtycz St. Louis Zoo, Little Rock Zoo

SAFE Andean Bear SAFE program Kym Gopp Sara Colandrea Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, NationalZoo

Brown Bear Registry N/A Registry Gail Karr Memphis Zoo



We Have
Merch!

Visit Us!

www.beartag.org



Bear TAG Education Team!

Lisa Lidgus

Bear TAG Education Advisor
Saint Louis Zoo
lidgus@stlzoo.org

a Brunson-Cruz



Social Media Update

Facebook: 629 followers Instagram: 185 followers
- Up 231 followers since 2024 - Up 27 followers from 2024
- Views increased 10.8% in the

last month reym

BET‘!R Published by Lisa Lidgus @ - August15 at 3:32PM - @

Q: What do you get when you put bear care professionals from all over the country in the same
room?
A: A BEARY good husbandry course! ... See more

Most impactful post of
2025 thus far:

AG Husbandry Cour



Social Media Update

If you or your institution would like anything boosted
by the Bear TAG socials, just let us know!

ﬂ Bear TAG o

Bear  Published by Lisa Lidgus @ - July 20- &

Gather your family and friends and help us kick off Andean Bear Day! Enjoy a reading of Is There a
Bear Over There by Amanda Brunson-Cruz, Education Curator at Potawatomi Zoo. The book is
written by Erin Sherrill and illustrated by Jessica Hoffman-Balder. You can find the book on Amazon
and Barnes and Noble online and proceeds go to AZA SAFE Andean Bear!

Join us tomorrow as we continue the fun and celebrate our favorite South American bears.@p
#AndeanBear #AndeanBearDay #AndeanBearSAFE

YOUTUBE.COM
Andean Bear Day Storytime

Bear TAG
ng}n Publizhed by Lisa Lidgus @ - June 4 - @

B Attention sloth bear fans! # Don't forget to join AZA Sloth Bear SAFE's next Talkin® SMAC (Sloth
Bear Management & Conservation) webinar on June 17!

This webinar is all about Sloth Bear Snacks. You will learn more about sloth bear husbandry and
learn all about their diet in the wild and under human care. This webinar is free and recorded.
Register here: https://www.pathlms.com/aza.../courses/56111/webinars/83402

wai: Columbus Zoo
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Bear in Mind

* 2 Seasons
e Season 1(2023): What is an AZA Animal
Program?
e Season 2 (2024): Bear Husbandry Stories

Season 3 ‘ ®

* Field Conservation! gear | |

« Thank you for your patience © N G
ecordings done by end of 2025 M | d >

L HE é)FFICIA_L PODCAST
OF AZA'S BEAR TAG



Bear in Mind has been downloaded by listeners in 10
different countries!







Reminders

* We are always looking for photos
for the website and social media
— all you have to do is fill out a
simple photo release form if your
institution doesn’t have one yet.

* |If you have any documents or
pdates that you’d like on the
site, please let Lisa know so




Thank Youl!

Please don’t hesitate to reach out!

lidgus@stlzoo.org
abrunsoncruz@potawatomizoo.org




Sl

SAVING ANIMALS
FROM EXTINCTION

ANDEAN BEAR

More than 75% of information

Camera traps to
Cali Zoo for
Andean bear
monitoring in
National Parks
Colombia

gathered for Andean Bear
Range-wide Conservation
Priority Setting Project with
300+ stakeholders participating.
Andean Bear Occupancy

Modeling underway in Tatama
NP (Colombia) and San-Matias
San-Carlos Forest (Peru).

Bears & Birds
Bird-friendly
coffee from
target farms
awaiting final
certification in
Villa Rica, Peru 5
Bl -
National Natural Parks
Colombia celebrated Bear
Conservation Day with video
highlighting Andean Bear SAFE RN L m W
project and partnership Van Pinto

Parques Nacionales Naturales de Colombia
u Manejo de vida silvestre

Successful Andean Bear Day &
Burritos for Bears events held
¢ Pilot Bears & Birds coffee
outreach kit being developed

2025 UPDATES

O\

|

SAVING
FROM EXTINCTION

ANDEAN BEAR




GET INVOLVED!

Here are just a few opportunities for zoos to help raise awareness and support
for Andean bear conservation. Questions? Ideas? Don’t hesitate to reach out!

BURRITOS FOR BEARS

Eat a burrito, help Andean bears. Need we say more?

This fundraiser is easy to coordinate and has become

a perennial favorite.

Contact: Adriana Broering at avd@clevelandmetroparks.com

ANDEAN BEAR DAY - JULY 21

Host an Andean Bear Day celebration at your
200, or spread the good word via social media.
Find ideas and resources in our toolkit.

Contact: Lisa Lidgus at lidgus@stlzoo.org

ANDEAN BEAR PLUSH

Sell our special edition Andean bear plush at your zoo’s gift

shop or at a zoo or AAZK event - 100% of proceeds support
SAFE Andean bear habitat restoration efforts!
Contact: Jessica Mandelson at jmandelson@salisbury.md

Iy =
: ANTMADS
ROW NCIJON
| )
N g A B \ f ANDEAN BEAR
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GET INVOLVED!

SALVAJE HONEY MEAD

Treat yourself to a bottle of Hilltop Winery &
Meadery’s Salvaje honey mead - a portion
of the proceeds goes to Andean Bear SAFE
conservation projects.

SHOP HERE

Ouarez Seer CHILDREN’S BOOK

Learn about Andean bears with the littles in your
life through reading together! Is There a Bear Over
There? is available now, and 100% of proceeds
support Andean Bear SAFE conservation projects.

Come up with a unique idea for your own Andean bear
themed event or fundraiser - and let us know how we
can help!

Okto-bear-fests

Anyone can donate to support Andean Bear SAFE conservation projects! 100% of donated funds
support habitat restoration in target Andean bear conservation areas of National Natural Parks
Colombia. Contact Kym Gopp at kag@clevelandmetroparks.com



Sloth Bear
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Transfers

5 involving
4 different
institutions
thank you!




MAZURJ
- EXPERIMENTAL SLOTH
a BEARDIET
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EXOTIC ANIMAL NUTRITION

Sloth Bear Diet

Mazuri® Sloth Bear Diet is a diet designed to be fed to all life stages of sloth
bear under the direction of a nutritionist.

Features and Benefits

« Lower protein, higher fat — More closely resembles the protein to energy ratio of wild bear diets.
+ Contains probiotics — Supports Gl tract health.

* Contains chelated, organic trace minerals — For enhanced mineral absorption.

« Extruded feed — Optimizes digestibility of the diet.

Product Form & Packaging
Catalog #300288 | Extruded Particle |3/8” x 5/8" | 40 Ib. (18.14 kg) net weight paper w/poly bag

Guaranteed Analysis
Crude protein not less than .........cccccevecvecnrinnnnnen. 19.00% Moisture not more than ...........cccceveevrenenane 12.00%
Crude fat not less than.......... .21.00% Ash not more than.........

Sodium not more than

Crude fiber not more than.




Breeding and Trasnfer Planning

August 2025

Recommends

10 females to breed
at 10 facilities.

Recommends
seven transfers
to establish new pairs and
meet facility requests.




Contact Information

Debbie Thompson
dthompson@littlerock.gov

Christine Verador

Christine.Verador@Zoo.org







New vice program leader Jami Richard from
Potawatomi Zoo in Indiana.

Zoo Miami came on board as a holding institution

Cleveland Zoo is successfully housing 2 unrelated
males together and it is going fabulously. Hopefully
more institutions will be willing to try this, making
more room.

We now have 18 AZA institutions with 2 that are still
participating but working on accreditation. Plus 1 that
is currently under construction but will be coming
back on board once they are finished.

That gives us 30 bears (19.11.0) in AZA

Always looking for more institutions if anyone is
interested in holding this amazing species that is out
year-round, please reach out (yes shameless plug
there ©)

Sara Colandrea
Colandreas@si.edu




AZA

Sun Bear
Population & ‘
2025 A ™A,

S. Dankberg, Zoo Atlanta

Status 9 (4.5) total bears at 7 AZA
Institutions

AZA Studbook (phase-out species)

Contact: Mindy Babitz - babitzm@si.edu
Smithsonian National Zoo & Conservation Biology Institute
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Bornean 2.4

Institution
Audubon
Honolulu

Oakland
Malayan 2.1

San Diego Institution | Bear | Age |

St. Louis Atlanta 1.0661 25
0.1659 27

Lowry Park 1.0678 23




Call for zoos to get
involved 1n ex-situ sun
bear research

Contact Mindy Babitz
babitzm@si.edu for
more info!

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/00

Research 15/8135/0959/files/Ex _Situ Sun B
Prospectus: ear_Conservation Research Pros
Priority topics for ex situ pectus May2020.pdf?v=15909754
sun bear conservation research 12

- FREE
@ FOUNDQT'ON IUCN st s e i Bear Specialist Group BEAR




American Black Bear Program Manager
Rachel Sides rsides@okczoo.org
Topics of focus:
- black bear future/current needs
- I need placement options for orphans

- torpor and seasonal diets
- Wildlife dept contacts in your region (I need

1)



130 bears 70.60 in 44
institutions

Please notify Gail Karr
1f you are interested in
orphaned cubs to get on
the list.

i:Alaska Fish and Game
Fequires an Application
approval process.



Current Population

56 (26.30) at 27 institutions in North America
37 (15.22) at 21 institutions in United States
19 (11.8) at 6 institutions in Canada
46 (20.26) at 23 AZA facilities
10 (6.4) at 5 non-AZA facilities



PBPA

POLAR BEAR
POPULATION
ALLIANCE




PBPA

Age Distribution

26 Males ranging 2 years - 29 years
30 Females ranging 3 years- 30 years



Polar Bear Population Overview

o
o
<

30

25

20

15

10

E male

B female

Number of Individuals

AAAAAAAAA
PPPPPPPPPP
AAAAAAAA

e 37 Polar Bears (15.22)

e 21 US facilities

32



PBPA

Additional Information

 AZA Studbook (most recent publication 2025)

* Polar Bear Population Alliance established

* Facility Representative onboarding in the works.
e ACM update in the works.



PBPA

Questions?

Studbook Keeper
Allison Jungheim
Allison.Jungheim@ci.stpaul.mn.us




Questions?
Want to get
Involved?

BEAR

TAXON ADVISORY GROUP

Nikki Smith

Nikki.smith@columbuszoo.org




We Have
Merch!

Visit Us!
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