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RoleInstitutionName

ChairColumbus Zoo 
and Aquarium

Nikki Smith

Vice-ChairVacant

TreasurerUtah’s Hogle ZooLiz Larsen

SecretarySan Francisco ZooSandy Huang 
Falconer

Steering 
Committee

Cincinnati ZooErin Curry

Steering 
Committee

Oakland ZooAngela Gibson

Steering 
Committee

Detroit ZooFlo Yates

RoleInstitutionName

Steering 
Committee

Oklahoma City 
Zoo 

Rachel Sides

Steering 
Committee

Buffalo ZooTricia Gunther

Steering 
Committee

Great Plains ZooJoel Locke

Steering 
Committee

Zoo AtlantaHeather Baker

Steering 
Committee

St. Louis ZooJulie Hartell-
DeNardo

Steering 
Committee

Akron ZooEric Albers

Steering 
Committee

Smithsonian’s 
National Zoo

Mindy Babitz



Bear TAG Program Leaders
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We Have 
Merch!

Visit Us! 
www.beartag.org



Lisa Lidgus
Bear TAG Education Advisor
Saint Louis Zoo
lidgus@stlzoo.org

Amanda Brunson-Cruz
Bear TAG Education Specialist
Potawatomi Zoo
abrunsoncruz@potawatomizoo.org

Bear TAG Education Team!



Social Media Update

Facebook: 629 followers
- Up 231 followers since 2024
- Views increased 10.8% in the 

last month

Most impactful post of 
2025 thus far: 

Instagram: 185 followers
- Up 27 followers from 2024

Bear TAG Husbandry Course!
- 4685 views
- 118 Interactions 



Social Media Update
If you or your institution would like anything boosted 

by the Bear TAG socials, just let us know!



Bear in Mind

• 2 Seasons
• Season 1 (2023): What is an AZA Animal 

Program?
• Season 2 (2024): Bear Husbandry Stories

Season 3
• Field Conservation!
• Thank you for your patience 
• Recordings done by end of 2025



Bear in Mind has been downloaded by listeners in 10 
different countries!



Bear in Mind on Spotify Bear in Mind on Apple Podcasts



Reminders

• We are always looking for photos 
for the website and social media 
– all you have to do is fill out a 
simple photo release form if your 
institution doesn’t have one yet.

• If you have any documents or 
updates that you’d like on the 
website, please let Lisa know so 
we can keep the website as 
updated as possible. 



Thank You!

Please don’t hesitate to reach out! 

lidgus@stlzoo.org
abrunsoncruz@potawatomizoo.org 



ANDEAN 
BEAR

 Queens Zoo/WCS
 AAZK (Chesapeake & Greater 

Cleveland)
 Beardsley Zoo
 Saint Louis Zoo
 Nashville Zoo
 Smithsonian’s National Zoo & 

Conservation Biology Institute
 Salisbury Zoo 
 San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance  
 Cleveland Metroparks Zoo
 Andean Bear Conservation Alliance
 Greensboro Science Center
 Cali Zoo
 Reid Park Zoo
 Phoenix Zoo
 Potawatomi Zoo

•SEPTEMBER 2025





Sloth Bear
40 @ 16 Institutions (18.22.0)



Births

5 @ 4 Institutions
1.3.1



Deaths

2 @ 2 Institutions
0.1.1



Transfers

5 involving 
4 different 
institutions
thank you!



Diet



Breeding and Trasnfer Planning

August 2025
Recommends 

10 females to breed 
at 10 facilities.

Recommends 
seven transfers 

to establish new pairs and 
meet facility requests.



Contact Information

Debbie Thompson
dthompson@littlerock.gov

Christine Verador
Christine.Verador@Zoo.org



Andean
Bear 
SSP 

Update



 New vice program leader Jami Richard from 
Potawatomi Zoo in Indiana. 

 Zoo Miami came on board as a holding institution

 Cleveland Zoo is successfully housing 2 unrelated 
males together and it is going fabulously. Hopefully 
more institutions will be willing to try this, making 
more room. 

 We now have 18  AZA institutions with 2 that are still 
participating but working on accreditation. Plus 1 that 
is currently under construction but will be coming 
back on board once they are finished. 

 That gives us 30 bears (19.11.0) in AZA 

 Always looking for more institutions if anyone is 
interested in holding this amazing species that is out 
year-round, please reach out (yes shameless plug 
there  ) 

Sara Colandrea
Colandreas@si.edu



AZA 
Sun Bear 

Population 
2025

o Status 9 (4.5) total bears at 7 AZA 
Institutions

o AZA Studbook (phase-out species)

Contact: Mindy Babitz - babitzm@si.edu
Smithsonian National Zoo & Conservation Biology Institute

S. Dankberg, Zoo Atlanta



AgeBearInstitution

280.1 670Audubon
291.0 664Honolulu

16
18

0.1 687
0.1 684

Oakland

290.1 665San Diego

271.0 669St. Louis

Bornean 2.4

AgeBear Institution

25
27

1.0 661
0.1 659

Atlanta

231.0 678Lowry Park

Malayan 2.1



https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/00
15/8135/0959/files/Ex_Situ_Sun_B
ear_Conservation_Research_Pros
pectus_May2020.pdf?v=15909754
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Call for zoos to get 
involved in ex-situ sun 
bear research

Contact Mindy Babitz 
babitzm@si.edu for 
more info!



American Black Bear Program Manager
Rachel Sides rsides@okczoo.org

Topics of focus:
- black bear future/current needs

- I need placement options for orphans
- black bear adult intros to cubs 
- torpor and seasonal diets 
- Wildlife dept contacts in your region (I need 
more!)



Brown Bear 
Registry

•130 bears  70.60 in 44 
institutions

•Please notify Gail Karr 
if you are interested in 
orphaned cubs to get on 
the list.

•Alaska Fish and Game 
requires an Application 
approval process.

Best to plan a season 
Ahead !



Current Population

56 (26.30) at 27 institutions in North America
37 (15.22) at 21 institutions in United States

19 (11.8) at 6 institutions in Canada
46 (20.26) at 23 AZA facilities
10 (6.4) at 5 non-AZA facilities



Breeding Recommendations

No successful births in 2024
2025 -7 pairs recommended 

Pre-Denning call occurred 11 September
Another denning meeting to be scheduled for October



Age Distribution

26 Males ranging 2 years – 29 years
30 Females ranging 3 years- 30 years 
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Polar Bear Population Overview

• 37 Polar Bears (15.22)

• 21 US facilities 



Additional Information

• AZA Studbook (most recent publication 2025)
• Polar Bear Population Alliance established

• Facility Representative onboarding in the works.
• ACM update in the works.



Questions?

Studbook Keeper
Allison Jungheim

Allison.Jungheim@ci.stpaul.mn.us



Questions?  
Want to get 
involved? 

Nikki Smith

Nikki.smith@columbuszoo.org



We Have 
Merch!

Visit Us!
www.beartag.org


